By Sunny Schubert 
Of The State Journal 


They came, they saw and they 
raved. Madison society turned out en 
masse for the premiere performance 
at the new Civic Center on Saturday 
night — and they liked what they saw 
even before they heard what they’d 
come to hear. 

The doors to the $10 million arts 
center were open all day, and as 
patrons arrived for the opening per- 
formance, they merged with strollers 
off the street who'd just dropped in to 
take a look at the renovated Capitol 
Theater. 


Minks mingled with blue jeans, tux- 
edoes flanked ski jackets, and gilt 
pumps strode side-by-side with hiking 
boots down the gray carpeted path- 
ways of the Crossroads. 

But as showtime approached, as 
ticket holders flooded the lobby, 
waiting to hear opera diva Martina Ar- 
roya and the Madison Symphony Or- 
chestra, the number of casual visitors 
diminished. For the rest of the ‘eve- 
ning, the Civic Center belonged to 
2,200 symphony fans — many of whom 
had worked for years to bring the arts 
center to reality. 


For Sid Knope, the Civic Center 
opening was more than realization of a 
long-time dream: it was a homecom- 
ing. When the Capitol Theater, which 
now forms the nucleus for the Civic 
Center, first opened almost 50 years 
ago, Knope was there — selling pop- 


ESS SCS 


Review on Page 4 
SE 


corn and showing people to their 
seats. ; ‘ 

“I was in school at the time, at the 
University of Wisconsin,” Knope re- 
membered as he gazed around and up 
at the expanse of space surrounding 
the Art Center. 

“I just can’t believe what they've 
done here — what a transformation! 
The only disappointment is that the 
organ is backstage,”’ he said as he 
turned to Betty and Mildred Morgan. 
“Remember what a thrill it used to be 
when that organ came up out of the 
floor?” 

The Morgan sisters remembered, 
but it didn’t dim their appreciation of. 
the Civic Center. “It’s like a New 
York opening,” said Betty, glancing 
around at the formally clad audience 
crowding the lobby. “It’s beautiful, 
and I think it’s great that Madison has 
1 

“And the Madison Symphony Or- 
chestra is excellent,” added Mildred. 
‘Now they have an excellent place to 
perform.” 

Joseph and Lorraine Capossela 
were equally happy. “I’m very im- 
pressed with the structure,” said Cap- 
ossela, retired news editor of The 
Wisconsin State Journal. 

“After all these years of struggle, 
the people of the city of Madison have 
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come out winners,” Capossela said. 
“I'll be good for the city to have this 
building, and to have all these ven- 
tures coming here to perform.” 
James Watrous, retired UW profes- 
sor of art history, was more 
restrained in his praise for the re- 
novated building. 
z1 “I haven't seen enough of it to form 


- much of an opinion,” he said. “Friday 


I stopped in and got a quick trip 
through the Crossroads, but tonight 
I’m going to enjoy it. 


“The open space is very attrac: . 


tive,” he said, “but I’m going to have 
to reserve judgment on the art center. 
Whether it will work with the shows 
that will travel through here is not cer- 
tain yet.” 

Dr. Russell Sinaiko and his wife 
Rita used words like ‘‘Great!” “‘Gor- 
geous!” and “Magnificent!” but also 
said,the multileveled building's desig- 
ners may have ignored a big constitu- 
ency: the elderly. 

_» “See all these little old ladies?” 
said Sinaiko, gesturing at a lobby 
throbbing with blue hair and sequined 
sses. ‘Lots of the elderly are going 
to‘have a hard time getting around in 
here.” 
_.“In a building this gorgeous,” Mrs. 
Sinaiko added, “they should’ve had es- 
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calators. That’s my only criticism: too 
many stairs.” 

For Dick and Ann Burgess, Satur- 
day’s gala opening came none foo - 
soon. “Ever since we moved to Madi- 
son eight years ago, we’ve been 
waiting for this,” said Burgess. “It’sa . 
real occasion. 

“We campaigned pretty hard for 
the referendum to build the (Frank 
Lloyd Wright) civic center on Lake 
Monona,” Burgess added. He looked 
around, then shrugged and smiled. 
“This isn't it, but we're glad this is 
here. 

“My only question is: Is there only 
one coat check?” he said. “If there’s 
just the one, there’s going to be a real 
bottleneck downstairs.” 

For John Pollis, the Civic Center 
puts Madison in the same league as 
much bigger cities — at last. 

“I grew up in Philadelphia and 
New York,” said Pollis, ‘and when I 
moved to Madison three years ago, I 
really missed places like this. Now, 
Madison has come of age. 

“And it’s for more than Madison,” 
he added. ‘This is something people 
from all over Wisconsin can visit, a 
place where they can see quality en- 
tertainment without going to Mil- 
waukee or Chicago.” 

Pollis shrugged off an opportunity 
to comment on the building itself. 
“I’m in construction, and I’ve been in 
brand-new theaters and in renovated 
theaters. To me, however, the build- 
ing’s not that important. It’s really the 
fact that you've got someplace for le- 
gitimate theater — that’s what’s im- 
portant.” 

Ah, but not so important as tickets, 
said one tuxedo-clad gentleman 
waiting forlornly outside the lower- 
level box office. 

“If I had two tickets, I’d be a happy 
man,” he said. “I’ve already got tick- 
ets for ‘Aida,’ for ‘Showboat’ — every- 
thing but this.’’ And he turned back, to - 
wait, hoping someone wouldn’t show | 
up for open night at the Civic Cen- 
ter—sohec ‘ld. 


